In order to have an in-depth understanding of the present education situation of library and information science (hereafter LIS for short) in China's Mainland and Taiwan, this paper compares the educational situation from the aspects of the purpose of such professional training, subject areas of concentrations, curricular construction, qualifications of faculty and their provisions for continuing education. On the basis of our research analysis, we concluded that, at present, the overall education situation of LIS in China's Mainland and Taiwan is in many ways similar in their responses to an evolving information environment largely due to the impact of the rapid advancement of information technologies. Such responses include but not limited to the adoption of a new name identity representing their disciplinary study area now undergoing dramatic transformation and an ongoing restructuring of its curriculum in response to the changing information needs and service demands of the contemporary societies on both sides of the Taiwan Strait. Being such is the case, there are also noticeable differences in a few other aspects between them, which are worthy of our attention in our academic pursuit. They include but not limited to their contextual background of education system, the dominant factors that drive their educational reforms and so on. We hope that this paper will make new contributions to a fuller understanding and sound development of LIS education on both sides of the Taiwan Strait.
Introduction
Since regular contacts and closer collaborations between China's Mainland and Taiwan in the field of LIS were restarted in earnest in the 1990s, the educational programs in the LIS field in the institutions of higher education have also been developed rapidly in both of these two places. On the basis of their previously established curricular features, now the educational programs of LIS in both China's Mainland and Taiwan have developed more and more of their own unique characteristics, though with a trace of some of their shared commonalities. The following of this paper is to take a closer look at and to analyze them in some detailed manner about their present situation from such perspectives as their training objectives, provision for subject specializations, curricular innovations, LIS faculty qualifications and continuing education programs.
Educational objectives of LIS training in comparison 2.1 Educational objectives of LIS in Chinese Mainland
In the Mainland of China, people always have debates on whether students should be educated to be a specialist or a generalist. With the quick development of the society, more and more people tend to train students in LIS to be both specialists and generalists (so called multi-disciplinary talents) in order to maintain competitiveness in such an information era. In July 1998, the Ministry of Education in China promulgated the Catalogue and Introduction of Undergraduate Majors in Ordinary Colleges in China, which had the training aims of library science and information management & information system (the main two undergraduate majors for LIS) changed. From this readjustment document of training aims of LIS, we can reasonable assume that the government's new educational emphasis is on an educational program of training "multi-disciplinary talents." Specifically, the educational objectives for LIS undergraduate majors, according to the Catalogue and Introduction of Undergraduate Majors in Ordinary Colleges in China, are, to educate the students to be multi-disciplinary talents, who are knowledgeable about basic theories of LIS, the ability to collect, process and utilize various documents, and the ability to perform well for information services and management at both LIS research institutions and information departments in various business corporations. In addition, as an undergraduate major of LIS, academic department of information management and information system emphasizes more on management theory, information system design and analysis, as well as the management and evaluation of information system. This educational reorientation has significantly broadened the scope of study for LIS undergraduate majors [1] . Compared with the undergraduate education of LIS, the scale of change at graduate educational level of LIS is smaller. It aims to train specialists in LIS as researchers and teachers. The educational objectives for doctoral students in LIS are somewhat similar to that of master level graduate students. The educational aims for the doctoral students are to train them to be also proficient in a second academic discipline (a minor field of study), such as in computer science, statistics, etc. To a
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A comparative study of library and information science education at library and information science institutions of higher learning in contemporary China's Mainland and Taiwan lesser degree, the training aims of master level LIS students also reflect a pedagogical effort in meeting a popular appeal of educators for a "multi-disciplinary education", which is being taken place as one of the most conspicuous characteristics of LIS education in the Mainland of China today [1] [2] .
Educational objectives of LIS in China's Taiwan
In Taiwan, LIS educators place an equal emphasis on their educational programs for both at the undergraduate as well as at the graduate levels. In addition to the traditional library science courses, educators of LIS in Taiwan pay more attention to some courses which are related to the changing information needs of the society in the information era, such as topics related to the development of digital libraries. At the same time, an emphasis is placed on the wide occupational applications and practicality of these courses. Table 1 shows the various educational objectives of LIS in three different universities in China's Taiwan, namely, Taiwan University, Taiwan Normal University, and Chengchi University, from which we can easily find out that the educational objectives of LIS in Taiwan are quite broadly framed a)
. Table 1 The LIS educational objectives of various universities in China's Taiwan [3] University Training objectives
Taiwan University
To train students to be specialists with both theoretical and practical basis in LIS in order to qualify them to do work related to information process, organization, storage, utilization and communication, which would defi nitely promote the research in LIS and enhance the service quality of library. Taiwan Normal University
To foster specialists needed by the development of LIS management, organization, service and research; To accord with the characteristics of Taiwan Normal University, to strengthen skills related to teaching design, teaching resource and multi-media teaching; To foster advanced researchers and senior managers in the fi eld of digital information service; Chengchi University
To teach students theories and applications of LIS; To foster specialists suitable for documents management in organizations of LIS, with different academic backgrounds; To promote the integration of LIS and archival science.
Educational objectives in comparison
Firstly, LIS education in China's Mainland in general has features of both a generalist and a specialist education. In addition, the undergraduate LIS training program in the Mainland of China seems to be a bit thin and over-stretched. The curricular requirements demands imposed on students are just too much for them to handle in pace keeping manner. As a result, it is generally agreed that the outcome of LIS education is not equal to their stated educational objectives.
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National Science Library, Chinese Academy of Sciences Secondly, LIS education in China's Taiwan pays much more attention to the training of students' professional practice in certain specialties in some respect. Prof. Xiuju Lu of Taiwan University once said that LIS education at undergraduate level should focus more on students' basic knowledge in their major fields of study [4] . However, one of the problems resulted from this educational emphasis is that it has not responded well to the realities of the changing job market requirements. In recent years, academic and research institutions of LIS in Taiwan recruited an increasing number of students at graduate level, but they could not find suitable employment after graduation due to some very specific and stringent job-specific requirements of those prospective library employers in Taiwan. Therefore, closer attention should be paid to the organic linkage between the size of graduate student enrollment and their realistic job prospects in the future. Tables 2 and 3 , the formal education of LIS in China's Mainland can be classified into three main levels of study, namely, baccalaureate studies, master level studies and doctoral studies. In China's Mainland, information management and information system (IMIS) is the designated concentration field of study for Table 2 The hierarchical structure of LIS formal education in Chinese Mainland [5] Level Grade Years of schooling residency [6] . Until the end of 2007, there were 67 universities and colleges that had graduate education of LIS [6] . This number included 38 universities and colleges that are authorized to give master's degree in library science, 67 universities and college that are authorized to give master's degree in information science, 8 universities and colleges that are authorized to give doctor's degree in library science or information science, and 6 universities that are authorized to have postdoctoral programs.
In China's Mainland, undergraduate education is the fundamental form of LIS education. According to Pan's analysis of library science majors, there were 2,185 undergraduate students who majored in library science. They represented about 87% of all those students who had a major in library science at all three levels of academic classification [7] .
The structure of LIS education in China's Taiwan
LIS education in Taiwan has a solid record of development in recent years. In Taiwan, the master level education takes the primary role of LIS education, whereas the undergraduate and continuing education take the secondary roles. Universities in Taiwan, which have LIS as a major field of study, are as follows: Taiwan Normal University, Taiwan University, Fu Jen Catholic University, Tamkang University, Shih Hsin University, Chengchi University, Hsuan Chuang University and Chung Hsing University.
Doctoral students in Taiwan are in short supply and there are not enough of them to meet the increasing demand of the job market. It is highly competitive for students to be admitted to the doctoral program in Taiwan and the graduation requirements are also not easy to meet. For instance, Taiwan University has enrolled 24 doctoral students in the last 12 years and only 10 of them have graduated and received the doctoral degree [8] .
Regional distribution of LIS educational institutions in China's
Mainland and Taiwan
Geographical distributions of LIS educational institutions in Chinese Mainland
Similar to the distinctive gradations of LIS education, the aspect of geographical distribution is also important to LIS education. It is a key index to evaluate scientifically on the sustainable development of LIS education. According to Cheng et al. [9] , we found that there were 64 universities that had been authorized to offer graduate LIS education in 8 geographic regions (Table 4) .
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In addition, more universities in the northern part of China offer LIS education than that in the southern part of China. In the northwest of China and South China, there are, comparatively speaking, fewer universities that offer LIS education. Universities that have been authorized to offer doctor's degree are all located in five cities, namely, Beijing, Tianjin, Wuhan, Nanjing and Shanghai.
Geographical distribution of LIS educational institutions in Taiwan
Compared with the Mainland, Taiwan has a much smaller population and land area. There are fewer universities offering LIS education and the geographical distribution of them is also relatively locality-centered (Table 5) . 
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A comparative study of library and information science education at library and information science institutions of higher learning in contemporary China's Mainland and Taiwan and northwest of Taiwan whereas none exist in the eastern and southern parts of Taiwan. As a region with only a population of 23 million, it is, nonetheless, pretty impressive that there are already 10 universities offering LIS education (9 listed in Table 5 , and there is one more not on this list, which is in affiliation with the Graduate School of Education at Fuo Kuang University).
A comparative analysis of the geographical distribution of LIS educational institutions
Firstly, from the structural aspect of education levels of LIS, we find that the undergraduate education takes the main part of LIS education in Chinese Mainland and the educational standards should be higher and more stringent. What's more, since most of the LIS faculty are graduates of LIS educational institutions of China, where LIS training at doctoral level is scarce and weak, the overall faculty strength at the LIS educational institutions is generally left much to be desired. This does have a significant impact on the development and improvement of LIS education in terms of quality assurance in China's Mainland. As for China's Taiwan, we find that it has comparatively a balanced education system in terms of having a relatively right proportion of undergraduate and graduate LIS educational programs. Therefore, it can be concluded that the educational structure of LIS in China's Taiwan is sounder and more quality-assuring than that in China's Mainland. Secondly, from the aspect of geographical distribution of LIS educational institutions, we find that they are not evenly distributed either in China's Mainland or China's Taiwan. Most of LIS educational institutions in China's Mainland are located near the more developed information centers such as Peking University, Nankai University, Wuhan University and Nanjing University. Similarly, most of those LIS educational institutions in China's Taiwan are located near Taiwan University. Educational institutions in the Mainland of China have a wider spread geogra phically than their counterparts in China's Taiwan. The geographical distribution of LIS educational institutions in Taiwan is more concentrated in one or two localities, which may obstruct the sustainable development of LIS education in Taiwan as a whole.
Curriculum comparison 4.1 Curriculum of LIS education in China's Mainland
The curricular delivery is a key factor in either achieving or failing the educational objectives of LIS education. The curriculum of library science and information management & information system as an undergraduate major is stipulated in the Catalogue and Introduction of Undergraduate Majors in Ordinary Colleges in China issued by the Ministry of Education. Generally, all the courses for undergraduate students in LIS can be grouped into four categories, namely, the basic
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National Science Library, Chinese Academy of Sciences courses for all majors, LIS basic core courses, advanced LIS courses and other courses (including degree thesis and internship). Generally speaking, the minimum credit-hour requirement for undergraduate students in library science is 141 credits, and in information management and information system is 150. However, the actual credit requirement may vary at different universities depending on their actual situation [10] .We find that the required courses for LIS majors at some universities have been steadily reduced to the extent that they constitute only a very small percentage in the overall credit-hour requirement (or course requirements) for graduation. In contrast, such vanguard elective courses are attracting more students' attention as data mining, knowledge discovery, artificial intelligence, natural language processing, etc. These courses usually represent great new advances in the field of LIS in recent years.
The master level students of LIS in China's Mainland are sometimes required to take a total number of 35 credits before they can graduate. Their program of study includes general-knowledge courses, general required courses of a discipline which is on the first-tier subject field of its disciplinary hierarchical structure such as specialized required courses, required research courses, other elective courses and degree thesis. The doctoral students in LIS are required to complete 15-20 credits of study before they can take the qualifying examination and start the process of writing their degree thesis. All the courses that the doctoral students take can be grouped into two categories, namely, basic theories related to LIS and advanced courses in LIS subjects which include required courses and selective courses.
Curricula of LIS in China's Taiwan
Different from that of the Mainland, the curriculum of LIS in Taiwan is always decided autonomously by each individual university and/or research institution. The minimum credit requirement of LIS for baccalaureate program ranges from 128 to 139, depending on the academic policy of each university. For example, the minimum requirement of LIS for undergraduate students in Taiwan University and Tamkang University is 139, whereas it is 134 at Shih Hsin University. In general, the LIS curriculum for undergraduate students in Taiwan consists of the following types of courses: General courses required by all colleges of a given university including the general education courses, general courses required by LIS department, elective courses that LIS majors may take from the department of LIS and/or from other academic departments. At present, universities in Taiwan are in the process of liberalizing their core curriculum requirement so as to gain more public recognition and visibility of them by having developed their own unique educational characteristics.
The master level curriculum of LIS has been positively impacted by the recommended LIS core courses as formulated by Chinese Association of Library
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A comparative study of library and information science education at library and information science institutions of higher learning in contemporary China's Mainland and Taiwan and Information Science Education and by the policy of education authorities of Taiwan. According to our collected data, we can discern that the LIS courses offered by some of the major universities with LIS master education fall essentially into the following 9 subject fields. They are library and information theory, information and resource, organization and classification, user and service, information technology and application, system and management, research methods and thesis writing, archival management and others (such as bibliometrics). Among these 9 subject areas, courses of information technology and application, and system and management appear to have the most frequent course listings at the LIS departments of these universities. The Graduate LIS School of Taiwan University is authorized to offer doctoral degree in LIS. Except for writing the required doctoral dissertation, all other courses (a minimum of 24 credits for graduation) are to be taken within the curriculum offerings of the department as free electives by doctoral students. They may concentrate their study on some of the following subjects such as methodology, writing, intellectual property, information policy, systematic research on LIS, etc [8] .
A comprehensive comparison of LIS curriculum
Although LIS education has developed separately in China's Mainland and Taiwan for more than 40 years without having had any mutual consultations and collaborations, the curriculum of LIS on the two sides of the Taiwan Strait is nevertheless quite comparable whether in terms of their course contents or the minimum requirement of credits for graduation.
Required courses in comparison
There are similarities between the required LIS courses of China's Mainland and those of China's Taiwan. We may find that some courses differ in name but not in game. Contents of these courses may be similar or overlapping, which reveal the fact that the main courses of LIS in these two places are nearly the same. However, the LIS education in China's Mainland seems to pay more attention to methodologies and basic theories of LIS. Most universities in China's Mainland designate the research methodologies course as a required course for graduate students. This is because educational institutions in the Mainland of China place it as central to the mission of graduate schools, which is to train students suitable for faculty or advanced research positions after graduation. In a word, we can say that the curricular construction is organically linked with the educational objectives of LIS educational institutions in China's Mainland. What's more, it is found that both LIS education in China's Mainland and Taiwan place great emphasis on courses related to computer science. In China's Mainland,
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National Science Library, Chinese Academy of Sciences universities offer computer related courses including the principle of computer, database technology and application, programming language, etc. Similarly, universities in China's Taiwan also offer computer related courses such as introduction to computer science, fundamentals of computer programming, etc. This reveals the fact that LIS education in both China's Mainland and Taiwan has realized fully the magnitude of influence and importance of computer based information technologies to the development of LIS.
In addition, we find that the curriculum of LIS education in China's Taiwan is more refined than that in China's Mainland. For instance, some universities in Taiwan offer quite specialized courses as the required ones such as Library of Congress Classification Scheme (USA) and Library of Congress Subject Headings (USA) in addition to the regular course offerings of Taiwan locally produced scheme of book cataloging and classification systems. After graduation, students may be benefited from such added curricular refinement when they are engaged in a realistic library job situation. But every coin has two sides. LIS students of Taiwan may be somewhat deficient in theoretical background of LIS practice, which may deter their sustained professional growth over the long haul of their professional careers. However, in China's Mainland, LIS education emphasizes too much on the general and fundamental courses on the one hand and the theoretical courses on the other hand, which results in students' lack of practical ability of doing library work. Now some library employers in China's Mainland seem to be not so satisfied with the practical abilities of LIS graduates [11] .
Elective courses in comparison
As for the elective courses, we find that they seem to stem primarily from library science, information science, archival science etc., which reveal the close relationship between LIS and some other disciplinary areas. LIS electives in China Mainland cover a large area including systematic science, application and compute science, which help in a significant way in broadening the knowledge base of LIS students. However, selective courses of LIS in China's Taiwan cover comparatively a smaller range of disciplines. From the aspect of course attributes, the elective courses of LIS in China's Taiwan also show their education characteristics of LIS -with a special emphasis on practical ability. For example, universities in Taiwan offer some courses specifically related to university libraries, public libraries, special libraries, youth libraries, business libraries and medical libraries, etc., whereas in the Mainland, LIS education lacks such specialized courses in LIS educational program. This reveals the fact that LIS education in the Mainland ignores an important function of library practice/ service, that is, library services should also be made available to children and school students.
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From the aspect of course characteristics, we find LIS elective courses in Taiwan have their own unique characteristics. Each LIS department pays special attention to develop some elective courses in order to augment the unique character of its university. However, LIS elective course offerings in the Mainland seem to focus less on the characteristics of the university within which they operate. Additionally, LIS education in Taiwan pays more attention to the systemization and coherence between the required courses and the electives. In contrast, LIS education in the Mainland ignores this important element resulting in the fragmentation of knowledge learning.
From the aspect of teaching pedagogy, we find that, in both China's Mainland and Taiwan, LIS teachers seem to be accustomed in giving lectures to students in classrooms without providing opportunities for class discussion. This will deprive communication opportunities between students and teachers and potentially arrest the sustainable progress of LIS research work [12] .
LIS faculty strength in comparison

Faculty qualifi cations of teachers in Chinese Mainland
Because there is a larger number of universities that has LIS education, it is difficult for us to get the precise and detailed data about LIS teachers. Therefore, we relied on the data analysis of LIS teachers authored by Cheng et al. [7] . Table 6 shows the statistical details of LIS teachers at 21 universities in Chinese Mainland. Table 6 Statistical details of LIS teachers in Chinese Mainland [9] Item Item Number Percentage (%)   Gender  Male  194  60  Female  129  40  Age  <35  81  25  35-45  160  50  >45  82  25  Title  Professor  64  20  Associate professor  128  40  Lecturer  97  30  Teaching assistant  32  10  Degree  Doctor  42  13  Master  140  44  Bachelor  134  41  Others  7  2 It can be seen from Table 6 that the number of male teachers is larger than that of female. The percentage of teachers, whose age is smaller than 35, is at 25%; whose age is larger than 45 is at 25%; whose age ranging from 35-45 is at 50%. This reveals the fact that the age composition structure of LIS teachers in China's Mainland is evenly distributed. Young teachers are taking the helm in this field.
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National Science Library, Chinese Academy of Sciences Among all of the 323 teachers, 20% is professors, 40% is associate professor, 30% is lecturers and 10% is teaching assistants. Therefore, we can say that LIS teachers with senior title designation (professors) are comparatively fewer than those with junior title designations (lecturers and teaching assistants). Teachers with senior title designations (professors and associated professors) take 60% of all LIS teachers' pool. We find that the average number of LIS teachers at each university that has a major program in LIS in the Mainland has a teaching staff of only 9, including 3 professors and 6 associated professors. This only meets the minimum requirement of a department which would be authorized to offer master's degree. Therefore, the LIS senior faculty positions need to be increased in order to improve the quality of LIS education [9] . Moreover, of all the 323 teachers, those who have doctoral degree only weigh 13%. Teachers with master's and bachelor's degree only weigh 44% and 41%, and others weigh about 2%. As a result, we can say that the degreed status of LIS teachers is at a low level as most teachers are lacking a doctoral degree. As for the academic background, we can find that most, nearly 64% of the teachers have the educational background of LIS. Those LIS teachers with art, science and engineering degree background also weigh 36%. Therefore, the academic background of LIS teachers in Chinese Mainland is a mixed blessing.
LIS faculty qualifi cations in China's Taiwan
According to Prof. Meilin Wang's questionnaire survey conducted in 2004, we find that the total number of LIS teachers in Taiwan is 176, including 60 full-time teachers and 116 part-time teachers (Table 7) . Table 7 Statistical details of full-time teachers in China's Taiwan [8] There are a large number of part-time LIS teachers in Taiwan, including 63 male teachers and 53 female teachers. Among them, 51 teachers have doctor's degree. As for the full-time teachers, we find female teachers weigh 57% of total teachers.
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Since the age of these teachers is kept as their privacy, we are unable to get the accurate data for age analysis. But the present data shows that middle aged teachers and youthful teachers are the main parts of LIS teachers in Taiwan. From the aspect of teachers' degree, we find that teachers with doctoral degree weigh nearly 70% of all the teachers. In Taiwan University, teachers with doctoral degree weigh 82% of all the teachers. Therefore, teachers with highest professional degree (more specifically the doctoral degree) are the main components of LIS teachers pool.
LIS faculty strength in comparison
LIS education in Taiwan is short of teachers for many years. Until now, the total number of LIS teachers in 6 universities is 50, with an average number of 8.3. The total number of LIS students in these 6 universities is 1,568, so the teacherstudent ratio is 1:31. IFLA suggests that the best teacher-student ratio is 1:12. Education authorities of Taiwan stipulate that the minimum teacher-student ratio should be at 1:25. Therefore, the teacher-student ratio at current LIS educational institutions in Taiwan neither meets the requirement of IFLA nor does that of education authorities of Taiwan. On the other hand, the teacher-student ratio in the Mainland is little smaller than 1:12. Therefore, both LIS education in China's Mainland and Taiwan are facing with the acute shortage of qualified LIS teachers.
From the aspect of teacher gender, we find that, in the Mainland, there are more male teachers than female teachers. But it is of the opposite situation in China's Taiwan.
From the aspect of teachers' academic degree holding situation, we find that the percentage of teachers with doctor's degree in Taiwan is larger than those in the Mainland. In China's Mainland, LIS teachers with doctor's degree weigh 13%, whereas LIS teachers with a doctorate weigh 70% in China's Taiwan. What's more, a good portion of LIS teachers with doctoral degree in Taiwan earned their doctorate from some developed foreign countries, such as USA and UK.
The academic background of LIS teachers in both China's Mainland and Taiwan presents a mixed disciplinary background structure, which means LIS teachers have a wide range of academic background. However, most of LIS teachers majored in LIS while studying at universities or colleges. At the same time, a few LIS teachers graduated from some other disciplinary areas such as computer science and management. Such a mixed structure of LIS faculty background reflects well the current professional calling for a multi-disciplinary education. However, since every coin has two sides, we cannot decide whether such a mixed structure will benefit LIS education in the long run for the reason that a mixed educational training structure means the lack of advanced subject specialization.
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Continuing education of LIS in the Mainland
In China's Mainland, continuing education, also called as adult education, is an important part of the overall LIS education system. It includes correspondence education, TV university education and self-study education. LIS correspondence education in China's Mainland is being carried out at a very large scale and covers a large geographical area. For instance, correspondence education of Beijing University and Wuhan University train more than 1,000 students each and every year. Such undertakings have greatly eased the pressure of staffing the unfilled library positions. More specifically, Wuhan University has enrolled about 10,000 students of correspondence education since 2000. Most students take jobs related to library and information service after graduation [13] . As two of the most famous universities in LIS education, the correspondence education institutes of these two universities can be found in operation in most metropolitan cities in the Mainland.
Graduate LIS classes are also designed specifically for people who need further advanced training while holding a job. This form of LIS education provides people with the opportunity to get a higher academic degree and enhance their own academic attainment of subject specialization. For example, Wuhan University conducts graduate continuing education classes in the city of Beijing and Provinces like Hubei, Guangdong, Hunan, Fujian, Zhejiang, Jiangxi and Yunnan, etc., for those working people who wish to pursue an advanced LIS degree.
Continuing education of LIS in Taiwan
In order to meet individual citizens' needs of study for a life time, a few universities and colleges in China's Taiwan have established master level training programs for working librarians. These classes are usually met on weekends, holidays and/or in the evenings as such arrangement is more convenient for people who have jobs. Furthermore, the contents of examinations are tilt towards an in-depth assessment of the individual student's practical library experience and her/his job-related achievements.
For example, Library of Taiwan, together with Chengchi University, established master level training classes since 1999, which included classes of LIS and archival management. The aim of the former institution is to teach necessary LIS theories and practical techniques for the future development of libraries and the aim of the latter institution is to promote LIS education and to train specialized talents needed by library management and archival management.
What's more, "Virtual University via Media" held classes related to library science since 1991. This is an online university that provides related training
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Continuing education in comparison
According to the analysis above, we can conclude that the continuing education of LIS in both China's Mainland and Taiwan have made impressive progress in recent years. There are still some differences worthy of notice as discussed below.
From the magnitude and scale of continuing education, we find that there are far more continuing education classes held in China's Mainland than those in China's Taiwan, which may be the result of the scarcity of LIS educational institutions in Taiwan as a whole.
From the perspective of continuing education formats, we find that there are more continuing education formats in China's Mainland than those in China's Taiwan. Besides, more people in the Mainland participate in these types of education. Continuing education in Taiwan is mainly to enhance one's job-related skills while holding a full-time library or archive position.
Conclusion
We can draw some conclusions from the analysis above, from the aspects of educational objectives, subject specialization, curriculum, LIS faculty qualifications and continuing education.
First of all, the similarity of LIS education in China's Mainland and Taiwan is somewhat easy to ascertain. LIS education system in both China's Mainland and Taiwan is mature, including undergraduate education, master level education and doctoral education. Moreover, the disciplinary name designation of LIS in these two places has changed in the same direction. In addition, LIS education in both of these two places has a few similar added new professional interests, such as business information, competitive intelligence, knowledge management, etc. Courses related to information science and technology weigh more and more in the overall LIS curriculum construction. At present, LIS education in China's Mainland and Taiwan are both facing difficulties in addressing themselves to the escalated public information service demands in a changing society.
Secondly, there are differences of LIS education in China's Mainland and Taiwan, which are worthy of mentioning. LIS education in the Mainland tends to develop library science and information science in two separate directions, whereas LIS education in Taiwan seems to have integrated information science and library science effectively into a newly structured academic discipline. Besides, the driving force of LIS education in these two places is not the same. The government is the leading factor for the advancement of LIS education in China's Mainland, whereas
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Finally, LIS education also differ in some other aspects such as the number of LIS education institutions, the scale and levels of LIS education and so on.
In short, LIS education in both China's Mainland and Taiwan exhibits some similar features on the one hand and also some different characteristics on the other hand. It will benefit greatly to not only the development of LIS education on both sides of the Taiwan Strait but also the betterment of their library practice and information services if only their LIS educator can device more innovative and effective ways to learn from each other and to collaborate with each other in professional undertakings in a closer and steadfast manner.
